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the previous two volumes will purchase this book, but at a cost of £34-00 the
book may be pricey to undergraduates.

A. Y. Tamime

Modern Carbohydrate Chemistry. By Roger W. Binkley. Dekker, 1988.
344 pp. ISBN 0-8247-7789-1. Price: $108-00.

For chemists this is an excellent little book. It begins with an attempt at
definition, structural, stereochemical and conformational analysis, then goes
on to all the main chemical reactions, approaching the subject in a very up to
date way. To anyone familiar with this class of compounds it seems that
definition is impossible. One should describe, rather than attempt to define,
carbohydrates and the author does come to this conclusion and makes a
very good job of explaining all the salient points. Dr Binkley is a well-known
carbohydrate chemist and his treatments of the D & L steric reference system
are admirable and authoritative. For the food chemist there is little detail on
glycosyl amines and Amadori products. However, the basic principles of
modern carbohydrate chemistry, such as anomeric effect, protection of
sugars and the main reaction pathways, are explained clearly and
extensively.

Asin all textbooks a few errors do occur and an example is in Fig. 4 (p. 50)
where, after a careful explanation, the author labels the structures drawn as
methyl 2,3,4-tri-O-acetyl--D-xylopyranoside. In fact they are L-isomers.

The book does not stray at all into the biochemistry of carbohydrates and
therefore enzymic implications are absent. This is clearly not a concern in a
simple—yet modern—book addressed to the chemistry of carbohydrates.
My one slight disappointment, however, was the very minimal coverage of
hydrogen-bonding, hydration and solvent effects.

Overall, this book makes a very welcome, clear and valuable addition to
the carbohydrate literature. Chemists interested in this subject will find that
it is well worth the price.

Gordon Birch

Sucrose: Nutritional and Safety Aspects. Edited by Gaston Vettorazzi and
Ian Macdonald. ILSI Human Nutrition Reviews, Springer Verlag, 1988.
ISBN 3-540-19526-2. xvii + 192 pp. Price: £22.

The editors of this book intend it to be a ‘user-friendly thesausus’ with an ‘up
to date compilation of references’. It is one of the valuable ILSI series which



